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SUBJECT: DISTRICT GOVERNORS TO BE RESHUFPLED/SACKED 

1. TWO SEPARATE WESTERN DIPLOMATS HAVE TOLD US OF INFORMATION 
THEY HAVE RECEIVED CONCERNING RECENT BAATH PARTY REGIONAL 
COMMAND MEETING IN WHICH DECISIONS WERE TAKEN TO TRANSFER 
OR REPLACE A NUMBER OF DISTRICT GOVERNORS (MUHAAPIZIIN). 

ITALIAN EMBOPP TOLD US THAT RESERVE MEMBER OP THE COMMAND, 

PAYEZ NOURI REGRETTED ARRING LATE TO RECENT DINNER AT 
EMBOPP'S HOUSE AND OPPERED EXCUSE THAT THE COMMAND MEETING 
LASTED LATER THAN USUAL BECAUSE IT WAS DISCUSSING CHANGES IN 
HEADS OP GOVERNATES. 

2. FRENCH EMBOPP RECEIVED SIMILAR INPORMATION PROM SEPARATE 
SOURCE AND CLAIMED THAT THE TRANSPERS WERE DIRECTLY LINKED 
TO THE CONTINUING ANTI-CORRUPTION CAMPAIGN. HE SAID THAT 
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CHARGES OP NEGLIGENCE AS WELL AS CORRUPTION PLAYED A PART IN 
THE SHAKE-UP. THE CHANGES, HE RELIEVED, WOULD BE ANNOUNCED 
ON NOVEMBER 16, THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OP THE "CORRECTIVE 
MOVEMENT" (ASSAD'S OUSTER OP JADID), AND MIGHT INCLUDE OTHER 
PERSONNEL CHANGES. ANOTHER SOURCE TOLD US THAT 
PRESIDENT ASSAD WILL ALSO TAKE THAT OCCASION TO INCREASE 
SALARIES OF CIVIL SERVANTS. 
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3. COMMENT: RECENTLY PRESS HAS DEVOTED LITTLE ATTENTION 
TO THE ANTI-CORRUPTION DRIVE. WE HAVE NO EIRM EVIDENCE THAT 
ASSAD SEEKING TO WRAP IT UP, BUT IT CONCEIVABLE THAT NOV 16 
COULD SERVE AS OCCASION TO MAKE SOME COSMETIC PERSONNEL 
CHANGES, ANNOUNCE SOME POPULAR MEASURES SUCH AS CIVIL SERVICE 
PAY INCREASES, AND THEN ESSENTIALLY ALLOW THE INVESTIGATION 
COMMITTEE TO QUIETLY DIE AT THE END OF ITS SIX MONTH MANDATE. 
MURPHY 
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